
She ikg u\Ui tb\ ci\.
i>i-:m<><'ka.ti<* wkkki.y.

[aa%**a**l at Irving-ton P.O.asftl classmatter.]

WL. CIT1ZEN VI HLISHINW CO.,
PVBUMHKK8.

S'ibscription: $1.00 a year, in advance.

W. R. ROWE. Office Manageb.

All commanlcations or business Ictter*
aiiuuM i>i- a<ldrvsse<l tothe Vikuinia Citizbn.I.-viitg-tun, Va.. to revviv© prowpt attentlon.

Frl«lay, December 25, lOoS

rilHISTMAS.
\ lt wasat first "Christ Mass".

or holy day degenerated from
lat inour time, andindeed for a

. long way back. Sorry to sav
tbat so many deem it still a dayol festivity of a sort that bringslittle eredit to the iiame of the
( hrist ( hild who camedown from
heaven and was incarnate, dwell¬
ing among shiful men and for

- their sakes'becarue so poor that
hehad not even a place for shelter
sj^ve such aswas tendered him bv
¦iowj well nigli as poor as he

. '4eftsf. We who, if not rich, are at
not slielterless, may well be thank-
tul for what is given ns, forChris-
tiauity brings (o Ufl aafe abode,
rfeedom todosuch worship as we
.rcuvfor, m-ivileges many, of which
¦*. Uik«> little aceount, they being
t'ommon.

*? Jmtitis well topanse aud think
. , itypver in thi.s season.think over

tlu> losses with lightremembranceanjd the gains with lifted hearts,
praising the giver of all goodgtfbj for the much we have; of
th<- man who was sent to the
asyluni for tbe insane.we are
blest that we have reason, an»l

t it is likely that not one of us
Vver thankedthe giver of intellect
that w« i are not as he; ofthe poorwreteli wlio is in prison.whatblessed choiee was it that he was
s -lit. and not ourloved son! No
f -ar of that. you say? You can-
not say. The very environments
that snved him from such a fateweft given you.a sheer gift an<l
QO merit of vours. It was not
your house tbat was burned last

.ek.yet it might have been
vours: but are you devoutlv
uhnnkful?

I>ut euougli. 'Lift up yourhaits." ?Tis not a preaeh-iiiotft we would make, lest a
seeular ]>a\>ev iui«dit beaetdowu
;i*;i mere seraonber. Only thfts,tlrjit we should be nnd can be
more thankful, and mav show
this thanatfaaTJesfl byrearhii.fr out

i her*. 11«. whosa-id ''anyehave' jtoae ii mno one of these little
niirs ye have done it imto me,"needs little of our worship Have
and excepl that which fcj showninJ.umI bhatdoing. Thia writer
reefrils a family, not at all in

^ tJitltWirt eondition, rather even
iMKir in tius world s gOOOS, wholiavino- provideil the Christina,s
tufttey, and knowin^r of a still

? rj^reruei'rhbor, onetowhom af-Hicfcion of-more than one sorthad
eomer sent the turkey to the
poorer-t han-t hey neighbor, and
ONSed liupjiily on npare ribs sentby a inend. And the turkev thus
;^en1 made all coueerned Joublvliappy. J

Oh but it's a fine world, this
one ol oiirs! Fine if we elect tomake itso. llad, povertv-strick-eh and barren, if we so" ehoose.

¦ We make it.yes, we who clamor
. l>ecnus<> it is not to our likin«>-and grumbleand growl when our
, .brvingsclash with nature.and set
Vp a how) because we cannot

. have our fullof selfand selfish-
. **S§?.- liut we tan make a world
o. Iiglit, of sunshine. not only foronrselvee but for those about usHow? Be thankful. Just thisohe day be thankful. If tbe
uenron ol diseontent creeps inshowhim the door; say to him!Ihisdavat least shall be minetaankiully to enjoy". Then, if
.aou can make one day sunshinv
.vou can make all the days suii-
BOiny, and your davs of light willti-lit many who, not well know-
l.ig how to do, can at least baskln your. sunshine.
iry it-just this one ChristMass day, this day of days; andfrat you can do one dav voutm do all days. * J

a '^(?,l,!,)le?8 all", said tiny Tim.fco this( hnstmasday theCmzF.v
says.^God bless all."

"? -Local option ia making Virginia prac¬tically saloonless outaide of RichmondiBrtt the big ports. Why should the
anti-liquor people risk a reaction byrushing into statewide prohibition and
rnaking Virginia another Maine?.Nor-folkr«Landtnark.

Y.uu can couut upon it that the
tMUaseBvative sentiment in the
^wl1"2.aloon L*Ar^^ win control,arid-tfie convention next year.will not declare for "state-wide

. prohibition." The temperance^ «ioVemeiit is progressing underhnal option. and wise counselWS1 prevail to keep itso, riskin*
no reaction. "

Wi: ain't bragging just now
on our salubrious climate.
sproutmgsweet 'taters one nightandreapingicicles the next morn¬
ing; a school of porpoises goesfrohcking in the RappahannockSunday, and Tuesday morningImttciviips are j>eeping throuirha snowy veil.
Tf Mtt. Taft is really uintenabout phuating.or, assimilat-i^T-the^South lre will drop auch©oiaii^scTipts as Luker Wrightfrom his eabinet and take upKimon-pure, aggressive Republi-

cans like Alvah II. Martin of\ ir^inia.
. As ONRresult of the'-call down"
by his court and people the (ier-
man ranneroi hasforsworndrink
forever. Now some will he unkind
enougli to <jnote.-when the
devil was sick, the devil a monk
would be," etc.

. 1SHANB OYSTER NOTES.
Oystera are sclling at 35 eenU I

bushel on the lower Rappahannock. jAnd just to think, they are about 35
cents a taste up here. And yet bles-
sings are not so unevenly distributed
after all. The Tidewater folka do not
know the joys of Rockingham ponhoss.
. Harrisonburg Daily News.
The supply of oysters at Newbern.

N. C, market continucs large. From
four to ten oyster boats are usually
found at the docks any day. The
quality is good, but the oystera rather
8mall and the price low. Very often
they can be bought frona the boata for
35 cente per tub of flve pecka at retail.
Opened they aell from 60 eenta to $1
pcrgallon..Corr. Times-Dispateh.
Hundreda of barrels of menhaden and

other small fish hare drifted aahore at
Wrightsville Beach, N. C, and along.
the Cape Fear Coaat. Whether they
died in schoola of some disease or were
effected by the dynamiting of some
wreckage off the Caroline coast by the
United States rerenue cutter Seminole,
or by practice with the heavy guns at
floating targets from Fort Caswell laat
Wednesday ia not known.
A preliminary meeting for the organ-

¦zation of a propoaed national associa-
tion of commisaioners of ehell fltheriea
will be held in New York on January
15th. The atates interested are Maine,
Massachusetta, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, New York, New Jersey, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Georgia, Florida, Texaa, Louisi-
anna, Mississippi.Oregon, Californiaand
Washington, all of which have given
tho propoaed organization enthusiastic
indoraement.
Our oyatermen and men with canned

goods think that money could not be
scarcer or time* more diatresaing with
them if Hon. W. J. Bryan had been
elected as our President, as no one will
buy oysters or canned gooda at any-
thing like a living price. Laige boats
loaded with nice oysters and large ware-
housea filled with canned goods, but no
one will buy them.our oystermencan do
nothing buthope and wait for a market,
and many of oiir men in the canning
busineas can't pay their growers.
Westmoreland Corr. N. N. Newa.
The State Fisheries Commission anet

at Murphy's last night and dispoaed of
much business, the greater portion of
which waa of a routine nature. All the
members were present, and at the end
of the aession Chairman W. McDonald
l-ee said nothinir of ireneral Dublie in-
terest had been considered. Mr. Lee
brought with him a large quantity of
seed oystera taken from Pocomoke
Sound, the ocean side of the Eastern
Shore, and the Rappahannock River,
with which to demonstrate the unueu-
ally heavy spawn which prevails in
all the watera of the State during the
present seaaon, and he showed them to
hia colleagues and others who called at
hia rooma. He aays nothing to equal it
has ever been known by the oldest
oystermen.-Saturday's Times-Dispaich

TIDINGS FROM THB YORK.
Editor Citizen;.No srood thinkinc-

people believe one-half that has been
said in the Times-Dispatch as to the
icarcity of oysters. The tongers aay it
is not true. While many oysters in the
James have been killed by the freshets,the rocks in York river are in finer con-
dition and more oysters on the rocks
than for the past five years. York
river can supply our markets with all the
oysters they want, and would be glad to
have market for them. Oysters that
brought 50 to 60 cents per bushel last
season are bringing only 25 to 30
cents this season. The Boards of Fish¬
eries have always done their duty and
enforced the laws. I have been in close
touch with each board and have alwaysfound them ready and willing to enforce
the laws whenever they were violated.
I don't believe any set of men could
have improved the past years reporta.I will say this to you. Mr. Lee-youhave devoted your time and brain do-
ing your duty, and the people of Glou-
cester are with you from start to finish.

Very truly,
C. H. Musk.

TEMPERANCE AND GOYERNORSHIP.
Colonel James Mann, of Norfolk, Va.,campaign manager of Judge William

Hodges Mann, who is a candidate forGovernorof Virginia, while in Wash¬
ington, says the Herald. set at rest al>
rumora that Judge Mann would modifyhis temperance views.
"Judge Mann haa not receded oneinch from his temperance viewa," saidColonel Mann. "He does not intend

to recede one inch. He stands nowwhere he has always stood-for pro-gressive temperance legislation whichwill be sustained by the people. Hefavors any restrictiona of the saloonwhich the people will aupport and sua-tain
"I am certain Judge Mann believeathe abolition of the aaloon will be the

ultimate reault in Virginia.
"At heart Judge Mann is 4dry.' Ihave heard him make epeecbes in

which he declared that he would gladlygive up his life if by so doing he could
destroy the secret of making intoxi-
cants. It is a moral issue with him,and not a politicai one.
"The last conference I had with

Judge Mann he told me that he is
aatisfied now from reports he haa been
receiving from all sectiona of the Statethat he will get more votea than allhia opponents combined. His atrengthis growing daily, especially as he isJdentified with the temperance move-
ment.
"The Mann law, the first progressiveliquor legislation passed in Virginiawiped out 800 aaloons. That lawknocked out the saloon in country dis-tricta, which have no police protection."Colonel Mann declared that he did

£?L*n0W^whe^r.J.udKe Mann 'avoredState-wide prohibition in Virginia atthe present time. He said he did notwouH^kV. .U9^w*j candidaJemovemtt* *"*"* " npe for 8uch a

BOAT NOTES.

See ehange of schedule on fourth
page of Rappahannock and Potomacboats.

In the storm Tue8day two large bar-
gea harborin* in Lawson Bay. low.>rRappahannock, broke from their moor-
inga and went ashore on Sturgeon Bar

SOME PEftTINENT FACTS
Dcduccd From Newspapers by

Aunty Spec.
Editor Citizkn:

I rememb^r QSsQi hraring Gregory,the banjoist of Lee's army. say that
during a fight ho was alwaya found
where the bulIeU were thickest, viz :
under the ammunition wagon ;and that aa
usually h*d to comb out of his hair thr
bullets that aifted through the cracks
in the wagon body.
Thia seema to me to b^ very applica-

ble to those Richmond and other pa¬
per* and iudividuals that are «adeiY©r-
ing to roaat the Coaninis*ioB of Fisher¬
ies for what they hav* d*ae, ahonld
aave done, might hav* don«, couldn't
hav* don* aud didn't have done.
They are jugt aimply back in the rear
under the ammunition wagons, know
nothing about the fight at the front
and are juat spluttering about, being"where the bullets are thickest."
Now, if Bryan had got flected the

oyster Commission would not have had
any of thia to b*ar, for the great Com-
moner would have been the cause of
low pric*a, th© reput©d scarcity of oys¬
ters, the freshets, ©tc. Of course we
are still under the ben»ficent rule of
the great Republican tmst-bust©rs and
the Democrats can't be blamed, so the
Commission of Fisheries has got tebear
the brunt until times get better, and
then when the great Repulican wave of
prosperity sweeps over Tidewater the
members can sneak off to their lairs and
muae over what they might, could,
would or should have done.
In scanning the papers I have cut. out

a few clippings which. according tocer-
tain papsrs, the Comminsion of Fish¬
eries ia surely responsible for. Here
ia on© from th© Times-Dispatch of re¬
cent date:
"Ezplocio* of a pan of oysters fry-ing oTera gas store caused an alaruiof

fire from a saloon on East Main Strect
yesterday afternooon."
Of course the Commission bad got

tired of being jumped on and caused
the oysters to explode in our Capital
city as sort of an object leason; or else
the long suffering oysters became so
indignant that they could not hold in
any long*r. But prima facie evi-
dence would lay it on the broad should-
ers of the Chairananof the Coananis.-ion.
Here is a little ditty from the Fish-

imr Gazette:
"It ia reported that millions of trout

died in Massaehusetts thia vear as a
resalt of the fall drought."
Can it be poseible that our oyster

and fish Commission is Ruilty of this
too."way down East?" Sure! Nothing
easier. If they can kill the seed oys-
ters in the Jeems and Potomac by
freshcts.their power being unlimited
surely it is a small job to knock out the
trout crop in Maaeachusettshy drought.
Norfolk papera will pleaae sit up and
take notiee. You can now see wky you
don't have any spot or bluea, for of
eourse the Commiasion met the apot
and otht-r game fish outaide the Capea
thia aummer and paralyzed thoae coaa-

ing into tho Chesapeake, and you ha;'
to import them from New Jersey.
Kindly impart thia information to your
Board of Trada committee.
The papers have been raising Cain

about Virginia'* importing oysters from
Maryland, when in truth they come

yearly from the Potomac, which bolongs
as much to Virginia as to Maryland.
Now how does this little extract from

a Virginia paper hit you?:
"Virginia is importing more seed po¬tatoes from Maine. Thero arrived io

port yesterday the schoonera YoungBrothers, 795 tons net, and Edward
Stewart, 353 tons net, both fromStock-
ton Springs. Me., and each loaded with
a cargo of seed potatoes for local d.-nl-
era. The Mait.e product in planted hot*and it is seid that the truckera have
gotten arood results."
GreatScott! What. Virginia import¬

ing seed potatoes? The great Tide¬
water eection and tbe glorioua Ea8tern
Shore.the home of the atarchy bird
that graces the table of the Emerald
Islander aix timea a day; the founda-
tion of the seductive cod-fish-ball; the
backgroand of park fricassee; the inner
lining of lob acouch; the great mixer
and creamed a la mode.and to be im¬
ported! Well. Well. WELL! Is the
Commissioner of Agriculture the cause
of this? You jump on the Commisaion
of Fisheries about importing aeed oya-
ters, now jump your Commissioner of
Agriculture for importing seed potatoes.
Better look out, importing the negro

from the North brought on the Ciyil
war, better go slow on the potato.
Now, here is the acme of the whole

thing, something that I think will aet-
tle forever the demand" for the luacious
bivalve. It is an extract froma speechof Professor Starr, of the great Chica-
go University, on the Philippine Islanda
and their customs. In apeaking of
eating dog, the learned professor says:
"Why, do you know that I have soen

people in thia eountry who would oat
raw oysters. I have done it myaelf.Think of a person who eata raw oystersaneering at a people wno eat cleancooked dog."
There you have it in a nut-shell, tho

ne plus ultra of the oyater business. I
have seen on the horizon for years a
rival to the great oyster industry, and
here it is. Mark my word, that Profea-
sor Starr knows whereof he speaks.
Connected with that great Univer-
aity controlled by the millious of the
great Standard Oil Octopus his words
should make us pause and think. I saythe oyster industry is doomed. Tide¬
water sections will have a reat and a
chance to grow up in weeda, for the
doga can be raised most anywhere. Of
eourse there wijl be different grades,
like there are oysters and different
breeda will bring fancy prices; for in-
stance there will bc the famoua Blue
poioters instead of Blue points. Pups
will be culls, half grown be standard*,
full grown primes; Bull-dogs raw-box,
and St. Bernard Jselects. Your local
papers will get letters from correspon-
dents reading somewhat liko thia:
"Miss Anttideluvian Telescope gavea

delightfui dog roast last week in honor
of her guest, Miss Stenogr&pher Tele-
phone. They had the dog-gondeat time
you ever saw," etc.
Then the young man will take hia

best girl to a restaurant and call for
deviled dog, or spitted dog, or maybe
roasted in the hide. or on tha half skin,
or creamed dog with dog-fennel sauce.
Then you can, when you give a big eat,
servi- white fricassee of dog.or dojr short
cake. dog on toast, panned dog.or'
anyway thatoyster.s ara served you can
aerve dog. Again, church festivals can

*««**". of the famoas Spitz
. A»i J'istead of tobaaco aauce

WS would u-s© dog-fennel aauce. whichwouli gtv© our farmers something todo raiaJa^r it. And we could do awayw,llL mudl r,Ulli*ned Commission of
~r**** anJ have m Commission oflMW*-s. W« could then let looso cartain
n«WBpapers, for in^tead of the exprea-
j^ "Dumb as an oyster," we would
riave "Howling like a dog."Mr. Editor, the oyster has the star fi*h
us an enemy ia the North and the moon
gazera in Tidewater Virginia. Yet Idon't know but that thoa* would-becritics of the Commission of Fisheries
ar* simply doing thean good. Th©sculptor has to continually cutandchiselmarble to make th© beautiful statue.Most any kid can throw a handfull ofmud on a wr ce marble building and ap-parently ruin it, but the firat gentleahower will wash it off. So let thosedry-land woud-be Baylorsurvoy-break-ers howt. They are und^r the ammuni-tion wagon; they'll ga to sleep aftertheir scare isover.

Aunty Spbc

GLOUCESFER OYSTER BEALBR
Says Dealers and Otfaers Cry"Scarciry" for a Purpose.

[Richmond Nws-Laader.J
Oysters are a drug in the markets ofthe State. There are more and better

oysters this year than in ten yearThe tongers and dredgera are unableto dispose of their oatch. There areplanters and oyster growers in theState who are anxious to sell fine oys¬ters at $2.50 a barrel.
This was the information given by agentleman from the oyster aection ofthe State. The speaker has an intereat

m a oyster tract in Gloucester countyand he aaid today that he had 7,000bushels of the finest he had seen for
"»any years and that he would be will-
iug to sell them for thirty cents abushel less than he received !ast year"The whole troubleia thatths dealersraised a hueand cry early in the seasonabout the scarcity of oysters," he de¬clared. "They can handle fewer oys¬ters and receive a larger price by keep-ing the supply down. The tongers anddredgers are willing and anxious to sell
oyster* at almost any price in order toenable them to live through the winter.

Anomer thing: The cry aboat the
acarcity of oysters has aucceeded indnving frona the State many of thedealers who rcceived Virginia oysters,and in order to retain their trade this
year, after hearing that there were no
oysters in Virginia, they went to othermarkets and brought disaster to the
oystermen of thia State. Go down inthe oyster sections and see what the
"iwrmen ar* Joing and hear themtalk, and in less than ten minutes theywill demonstrate that there are mor©and better oysters this year than th©State has ever seen."
W. McDoaald L«*. the Chairman ofthe State Eoard of Fisheries. says the

aame thing. But th* pric* for oyateraher© this year is out of all proportionto that of former y©.rs. Th© localdealers are charging mor© than for along time. About once a week aschoonor eoua©s to the docks with the
very fioostof oyatera, th© men openingthaas at the docka and selling direct tothe conaumera. Thia i* not gen©rallyknown, but such ia the fact. Th© oya-termen make the catch and aet sail forLhis city, and they ar* furniahing the
very best of the bivalveg at pricea leaathan are charged by the local dealera.They recaiy© more mon©y than if they
were to aell to the shippers at otherplaces and the oysters s©nt to thia cityby fr©ight or expres*.
Alon* about Christmaa it ia expectedthat there will be a number of oysterboats heading this way, due to the factthat the men who buy and ship oyatersto this city to supaly the local dealers

are keepinj the prices down below thefigure which the oystermen think theyought to be. The oystera coraing here
are from York river. James riverChesapeake bay and Haanpton Reads'

OYSTERS BECOME ABUNDANT.
IDanrllla Uefintar.l

The excitement raised by eertain Vir¬ginia newapapera as to the searcity of
Virginia oystera has given place now to
an attemptto explain tke sudden over-
aupply. which some of the papers char-
acterize aa a glut. The Staunton Dis-
patch editorially called attentioa to tbefact that the oystera were ao plentiful
on the Eastern Shore and other placeethat they could be bought for a eong,but lamented the fact that the price was
so high that but araall quantitiee were
sold on that market for the reaaon that
few could afford them at the price.Tbe Newport NewaTiaaea-Herald, cosa-
mentingoa thia "glut of Virginia oys¬ters," adiaiu that a surplua exists there,but attributea it for tha most part te
competitian from Connecticut. It isre-
lated that the Coanecticut plenters are
able to g-row a better oyater at leas
cost thaa thos© aroduced by Virginiaplanters, and that these eaterprisingNew Englanders hav* estabiished agea-cies througaoat the West and ar© cut-
ting out th© middleman's profit aad un-
derseliinf the Virginia oyster. Our
conteraporary atataa that it is inform©d
that Virginia oyatermen cannot afford
to aell their oyatera at such a price as
to meet thia Connecticut competition.
Thia explaaation will hardly flt withthe Staunton complaint of th© hirh

pnoea on that market and of th* de-mand for oyatera there at a reasonableprice.
But tha remarkable part of the storyia that the Times-Herald receatly aec-onded the Richmond Times-Dispatch'aalarminjr plaint that the Virgiaia oys¬ter anpply waa being depleted and that

oystars were so scarce that the toatrerscwaJa not make a living. Thia atagoa-tion m tha industry waa atfcributed tuthe scarcity of oysters then. Now it iaattribut*d to Connecticut oompetitionBut whatever tbe sarplus be due tothe important fact ia that oystera areplentiful, deapite the solemn and reit-erated assurance of the RichmondTimes-Oiapatch to theccntrary. Whathas become of ita agitation for break¬ing of the Baylor aurvey and the leaseof bottona therein to oyster planters7As we pointed out at the time. thare
waa no ahortage of oysters and all thisagitation about the alleged aearoity ofthem waa a part of a acheme to agitatethe opming of the public oyster rocksto private planters to the exclueioa oftho thouaands of tongers who eara aliving thereon. It ia a peculiar coinci-dence that our Richmond contemporaryhas auddenly abandoned its agitationan<l ia keeping as "dumb as an oyster"on tho subject since the existence of aglut bpcame known.

LETTERS TO
SANTA CLAUS.

Desires or the Little Ones Told to
Dear Old Santa in his Far Away
Home, Throui*h the Citizen.
[Dolls have struck the popular fan

cy this Xmas. Teddy Bears, for some
years the rage, has taken to the "tall
timber.".Editor. 1
Dear Santa:.Please bring me a gun

aund some nuts.
David Christopker.Hardings, Va.

Dbar Santa:-I am a little girl four
years old. I want you to bring me a
doll baby, candy, cakes, nuts and a lot
of goodies. I willbe a good girl and will
go to bed soon. Your girl,

LULA ROAN HAMMOND3.
Irvington, Va.

Dear Santa:-I will write a few lines
to you saying what I would like for youto bring me. I want a litty trunk and
aome candy and nuts and thia will be
enough. I have nothing more to say,
ffood by. Mary Alice Davis.
Miskimon, Va.

Dear Santa:.I want you to bring
me an air rifle, a ball, a train, a atorybook, some cakes and candieg, applesand orangea, some fire crackes. I hopeI am not aaking for too much. By by.

From your little boy,
T . __ AltonDykeIrvington, Va.

Dear Santa Claus:-I am a little
boy 8ix years old. I want you to bring
me a watch, a pair of gloves, a pair of
Sunday pants, some candy, nuts, etc. I
will be a good little boy until Xmas and
wont ride on wagons any more.

1 am your little boy,
Malcolm Lee Hammonds.

Irvington, Va.

Dear Santa Claus:-I will write
and tell you what I want you to bring
me. I wish you would please bring me
aome nice candy, cakes, oranges, applesand nutes, and any thing else you wish
to bring me. I hope you wont think I
am asking for too much this time. Byby. From your little girl,

T . Maggik alAY Dyke.Irvington, Va.

Dea* Santa Claus:-As I am a verysmall boy I will not ask for very much
this time, but you can bring me a
drum, a rubber doll, and a rattle box
and some candy and cakes. This is all I
will ask you for this time. By by.

From your little boy,
Bruce Welford Dyke.

Irvington, Va.
Dear Santa Claus:-I have a little

nephew juat four month'sold. He wants
a dreaa, a coat, a rattle and a carriajreI am past eleven years old and I want a
ring, a bracelet, a neckleas and a set of
hair for my big doll. Don't forget me,Santa. I am your little girl. Good
DTe- From Blanche Lewls.
Rehoboth Church. Va.

Dbar Santa Claus:- Ploaae brinK
me some trimminga for my Christmas
tr©e, and put it in the aitting room this
jrear. I want a baby carriage and a
TedJy Bear. I« t,hat too much? I am
going to put an apple in my atockingfor you. Good bye.

Your little friend,
Ellen Douglas Oliver.

Irvington, Va.
-~

Dear Santa Claus:-Ab I love you
ao much I know you wont forget me.
Please bring me a little doll, a table, a
tea-set, a mouth organ, a ball aa big aa
you can afford tobuy, anexpress wagon,
aome nuts, candy, an orange, a big red
apple. Your nice little girl,

T .
.

. Nellie Cox.Irvington, Va.

Dear Santa:.I am a little boy seven
years old, and last Xmas I was in Princc-
ton, N. J. This time I will be at Lilian,Va. So pleaae come to see me and
bring me some nice things. Would like
to have a large tobogan and some fire
works and some nice books.

Your little friend,
C. Ros8 Brocthead Covington.

Lilian, Va.
Dear Santa CLAUS:-Please bring

me your picture as I love you so well.
Bring me a big doll and a trunk as you
promiaed me, a mouth organ, a tea-set
a cute little ball, some nuta, candy and
an apple and an orange. Good bye,

From your dear little
Bkrtha Cox.

P. S..A broom, a grinding organ.Irvington, Va.

TO FARDON SANTA CLAUS.
Having. heard that Santa Claua was

arrasted Saturday night, and f©aringthat ha would not viait them Chriatmaa
Ev* aight, a sraall body of children in
Richmond ros© in arnas and marched
f©rth to a*« if th© matter could be
reaaedied.
The d*l«gation strod* towarda the

Capital. "Look her©, G>v©rnor," theyaaid to th© elevator mat, "can't youhelp usget Santy Claus out of jail. He's
been arrested, and we ain't going to
eet any toys if you don't let him out."
He stared at them.
"Oh, yes, yea, yes, to be sure. 111

BOO Mr. Ben Owen right away. I'm
eure he will fix it for you. Least ways,I know he will. He'a a great friend of
old Santy." Then he shook his head,and ran up the elevator to aee Mr.
Owen.
The children ran out happy. makingthe gloom of old Capital reaound like a

nuraery.
Comfort may be brought to their

heerta, for The Timea-Dispatch is glai
to announce that the old gentleman waa
diemissed by Justice Crutchfield yester-
day morqing. The One John once had
a atocking, 4nd he could not bear tosee
the children diaappointed.-Times-Dis-
patch.

tbe govbrnor's santa glaus.
lTi«)«*-DiapaU.-h.l

Politiclana and public men, liica other
paopl© ar© preparlng to calebrat© the
glorious Christmaa season. and to make
their annual contrlbution to th© comfort
and happineas of th© less fortunate of
th* human family. From the highestofficial to the candidate for puplic pre-fernaent. they have all turned their eyeatoward the joyoua day, and ara now
.eeking to discover how they mayaccomplish the greatest good for
the greatest number, and shed the
brightest rays of aunshine on the hearts

of others. It is a noble work, a labor
of love, and none join more heartiiy in
it than those who are the aervanta of
the people. They have. of eourse, aa a
rule, their home tiea. like other men,but after brijrhtening their own fire-
sides with smiles and gifta and goodcheer. they operate in a broader and
more comprehensive field. There is
hardly a public man worthy of the
name who at such times as this, when
all the world is in a fraternal and for-
giving mood. does not stretch forth his
hand and perform aome noble deed for
the uplift of the discouraged and de-
jected of his race. This is especially true
of the executive and judicial officers of
the govemment of the United States to
the man who presides over a magis-trate's court in the country. There
must be laws against crime, and theymust be executed in the interest of
society and public aafety. But stern
justice is often tempered with mercy,and the appeals of mothers, sisters.
wives and daughters are always more
effective, when attendod by the touch-
ing circumstances and aentimenta sur-
rounding the day now about to be ob-
aerved again throughout the world.
Governors and judges relent in many

cases under the aoftening influencies of
the occasion and in making up 'their
minds to unlock prison cella -they fre-
quently say in their hearts: 'The poorfellow has suffered enough. I'll send
him back to his family. and give him
another chance in the race of life."

It is a time when prosecuting attor-
neys and jurors are wont to sign peti-tionsforthe clemencyor pardon of men
convicted by them which in the cold,slern eourse of everyday life, theywould feel constrained to reject, and
coming under these circumstances such
petitions appeal the more strongly to
the pardoning power.
Though there are no little Swansons

to keep the Governor's Mansion in an
uproar of Christmas hilarity, the Chief
Executive of the State has it in his
power to gladden many hearts on
Christmas Day.
Always considering first what ie his

duty to the people of the State under
the law, the Govemor is yet a man ofdehcate feelings and sympathiea, andhis heart is frequently touched by the
appeals that are made to him in the
interest of deaerving men who have
nearly finiahed their terms in prison.

i^ar ^overnor.. Please send our
papa home to us for a Christmas gift.We are so lonely without him," is a
sample of appeals that come into the
executivc office almost every yearabout thia time from little children,who have never had the benefits of a
father's care. and the present Governor
and others havo been knows to grantthe requests, if, Upon inveatigation,they found the cases in question des-
erving of executive clemency.

tjovernor Swanson is now at work
on a list of Christrnaa pardona, whichhe will announce in a few days, andthough it cannot be stated who or how
many will be releaaed, it is certain that
his action will result in the brighteningOf many hearm, and perhaps in makinggood citizens of those thus favored.

OYSTER BEDSJVOT POLLUTED.
Kxpert Poiiad Vlrirtula Con-

.lit loua Kxcellent.
After making an extensive investi-

gation of the oyster beda of LynhavenBay and river in Princess Anne county,Dr. Walter Bensel, of the New YorkState Health Department, has re¬
turned home, convinced that oyaterafrom these beds are absolutely freefrom danger from contamination from
Bewage.
Thia investigation was conducted on

account of the fact that recently oystersoffered for sale on the New York mar¬
ket have not been in first-clasa con¬
dition, and it waa thought this mighthave been due to conditions at the
oyster beda. Accordingly the Health
Department sent out three experta to
make investigations at Sayville, L. I.
Cape Cod, Mass., and Lynnhaven, Va.[from which aources of aupply that isused in the leading hotels of that. citvcomes. Dr. Benael atatedthat his objectwas aimply to ascertain if there was anysewage emptying into the bay and
2*71. }lJld nQt take him ,on* to nndout that there were no such sources ofcontamination. He also inspected themethods of preparing the oyatera foranipment, and pronounced them all right

ORDERS OF PD3LICATI0HS.
In the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court2Lr5 C0""^ of Lancaster, on the28th day of November, 1908Hannah Parks, Plaintiff, )against (.
Iaaac Parks, Defendant, \The object of this suit is to obtain adivorce a vinculo matrimonii, and it ap-
pearing from a certified copy of thejudgmant of the Circuit Court of Lan¬
caster County, Virginia, herein filed thatthe defendant, Isaac Parks, has beenaentenced by aaid Court to confinement
in the penitentiary, it is ordered that hedo appear here withinfifteen days afterdue pubheation hereof, and do what
may be neceasary toprotect hia intereat
in thia suit. And it is further orderedthat a copy hereof be published once aweek for four wetka m tbe VirginiaCitizen, a newspaper published in theCounty of Lancaster, and that a copybe posted atthe frontdoorof the court-1house of this county on the 7th day ofDecember, 1908, that beinjr the nextsucceeding rule day after this order wasentered.
A£0HX~Te8te: Wm Chilton, Clerk.F. G. Newbill, p. q.

In the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Courtfor the County of Lancaster, on the28th day of November, 1903.
Erasmus Brown, Plaintiff, l

against (.
Kizzie Brown, Defendant, )The object of this suit .3 to obtnin adivorc* from the defendant a vinculo'aiatrmonii. And an affidavit havingbeen, made and ftfad that the defendant,Kizzie Browa, ia not iesid-nt of theState ol Virginia, it i* o<d-jred that shedo app.-ar herewithio lifieen days afterdue pub!icati»n bar -of, and do what maypejaBCeaaary u> protect her itttereat uithis $u:t. And it is further order^ that'
a copy hereof b* published once a weekfor tour weeka in the Virginia CroiZBN
anewapaper piblished jn the County ofLancaster, and thata copy be posiad atthe front door nf (,he couct-hou*e of thia
Sty u0" \he 7lh da* of Hecember, 1JiK)8 that being the next succeedingrule day after this order was entered.
_ ,,

Teate; Ws|- Chilton, Clerk.F. G. Nrwbill, p. q.

B. Goldsmith,Wteoloaalaand RataliDaalor la
"tf'i ^V*>Bd Chlldrea's K*adyMad© ( lothlng, tteata' Faraisli-

tag ttooda, Trnnks, Taliaes
and rmhrellaa.

Market Corner, Frederickaburg, Va

WHEN IN NORFOLK BE SURE TO

"THE HOME OF 0000 CLOTHES."
Largest Stocks of MEN'S and BOYS'

Clothing, Fnrnishinga, Shoes and
Hats in the entire South

Prompt Atteatioa to Mail Orders.

Good Clotho*"-!

374AVai%**»..aaa.

VVALTER SWINNEY
WITH

8. 10* 18 E. B*lti*.«reSt.,Baltimore, la.
CLOTHING,TAILORING.
FURNISHING.

nnA
WeS makin* «specialty thia season of wonderfullv eood amt.andovercoats for Men atTFN nni t aoc u t

",,u,s"u"J sood suitsn tXtl*!'N DOLLARS each-Likes, BerwangerACo.

P4IP UP CsPITAL $I.000.eOf).

Your Money Will be
Subject to Check and
Draw 3 per cent interest.

9^SSS*SSS^*v§^itheoppos".SSt/SS.'," (J°UBh Jou »«<" °"

IUNITED STATES TRUST COMPANY,UNDEIt 8UPEKVI8ION OF U. H. THEA8UHY,
H. BRADLEY DaVIDSON, Preslrtent.
RHHAhD E. CLAUUHTON. Treaaarer.

WASHINGTON, 0. C.

B. H. BAIRD,
GENERAL FIRE INSURANCE.

Paatarrira AKD phonr- WARSAW, VIRCINIA.
Representing Companiea having combinedassets of over jfel l.ooo.ooo.

H**BUR« BRF.MIN FIRE INMJRANCE CO.. H.mb.r,. «.,»..,FIRO.NIA F.RE * ,ARlNB INSlJRANCE co_ R,chlno.7"ISprin«ki«lU fibe « sARIN1! maoaaaca co.. «,,,.££.£V.K«IN.A STATK .NacRANCE CO.. ai*.i. '£
Qeo. I . Sqalraa, Praa. J. r. lt«lluwa, Sfcj-Miatr

me Lancaster Lumber & Buiiding Co., ...,
OCRAN, VA.,

¦AKDFACTIMERSOF

KILN-DRIED LUMBER.
DEALERS IN

basb, Doora Blmda, MoulJh.g., Brackets, Ceiling, Plooring SidingTurned Work, Hand Raila, Ba.uatera, and Buildiag M.terial
*

in Oeneral. Also Boxes aud Box Shook.
Eatimates Furnished.

Gatabllahed 186». o . . oiti.*.,.. «... ..* Kefer tr>.'u,t'»*"» NatlonaJ Bank

OUR 8PEC.ALTIE8:
Fiaiis, Vagetables, Poultry, live Stock. fggs, Wool and Fioes

PROMPT RETURNH.Correapondence and ahiproenta solicitrd
I. COOKE A SONS,Qener*. Cemmiaaion Merchants,7 W. PRATT 8TREET. BALTiaaORE, MD.

Ship to the old reliable flrm
E, W. ALBAUGH & SONWHOLESALE COMMISSION MERCHANTS

'

POB THE SALE OF
'

FRESB FISH, SOFT CRABS, TERRAPIN, GAMB, BTCOffice ann Stall. Section N Wholesafe Fish Marketvarshouse. 30 Barket Place. baltimore mdSHa. aad So(t Grags, Specialiies. Top Prices Guaranteed

!BT. NATlONAt

.BAtTllktORt. MD

General Commission MerchanfsOfFICE 4 W.REHOUSf, A r -CAMQPK CT*EHOUSE, 4 E.CAMDENS1
BALTIMORE, MD.

.aasOT^


